OUT-PASSING INTO ASSURED FELICITY

household now constituted the sole provision for
many. At length these persons, seeing a lingering
but inevitable death before them all, came together
and spoke of how this might perchance be avoided.

" Let us consider well," said one of their number,
" for it may be that succour would not be withheld
did we but know the precise manner in which to
invoke it."

*" Your words are light, 0 Tan-yung, and your eyes
too bright in looking at things which present no
encouragement whatever," replied another. "We
who remain are old, infirm, or in some way deficient,
or we would ere this have sold ourselves into
slavery or left this accursed desert in search of a
more prolific land. Therefore our existence is of
no value to the State, so that they will not take
any pains to preserve it. Furthermore, now being
beyond the grasp of the most covetous extortion,
the district officials have no reason for maintain-
ing an interest in our lives. Assuredly there is 110
escape except by the White Door of which each
one himself holds the key."

" Yet," objected a third, " the aged Ning has often
recounted how in the latter years of the reign of
the charitable Emperor Kwong, when a similar
infliction lay upon the land, a bullock-load of rice
was sent daily into the villages of the valley and
freely distributed by the headman. Now that same
munificent Kwong was a direct ancestor to the
third degree of our own Kwo Kani."

" Alas!" remarked a person who had lost many
of his features during a raid of brigands, "since
the days of the commendable Kwong, while the
feet of our lesser ones have been growing smaller
the hands of our greater ones have been growing
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